RELIGIOUS COURTSHIP.                        69
I were your neighbour or comrade ; these are not things to talk of with cringes and bows : I am a wretched, contemptible, poor, rich man ; thou art a poor, rich, happy Christian. Talk plainly to me, William, the coarser the better, I like it best; there will be no difference, William, between thee and I hereafter, but what will be on thy side : tell me, therefore, what you mean, William, by my praying !
Will. Why, sir, you allow me to be plain then; I say, you mistake your own condition, and thereby put off the comfort you might receive; I say, you do pray, and know better how to pray, than many that come to church and appear as if they prayed every day.
La. You must explain yourself, William, I do not understand you.
Will. Why, sir, those earnest desires you have after the knowledge of God, and after the true worship of God, which is the sum of religion, I say, those earnest desires are really prayers in their own nature \ sincere wishes of the heart for grace, are prayers to God for grace ; prayer itself is nothing but those wishes and desires put into words, and the first is the essential part; for there may be words used without the desire, and that is no prayer, but a mockery of God ; but the desires of the heart may be prayers, even without the words.
La. You surprise me a little, William.
Will. Besides, sir, and;t please you, those earnest desires you have after religion, and after the knowledge of God, will force you to pray, first or last, in a verbal prayer; they will break out like a flame that cannot be withheld; your heart will pray when you know not of it: praying to God, sir, is the first thing a sense of religion dictates, as a child crieth as soon as it is born.